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shahin vassigh is a 
professor and co-director of the 
environmental and structural 
technology Lab (estL)  in the 
Department of architecture at 
Florida international University 
and teaches courses in structures 
and building technologies. she 
has built a nationally recognized 
body of research focused on 
improving building technology 
and sustainable building design 
education by two major federal 
grants for “a comprehensive 
approach to teaching structures” 
and “Building Literacy: the 
integration of Building technology 
and Design in architectural 
education.” Both projects 
developed interactive learning 
environments using computing 
technology. Professor vassigh 
is also the co-author of Building 
Systems Integration for Enhanced 
Environmental Performance 
(2011).  

ebru Özer is an assistant professor in 
the Department of Landscape architecture 
at Florida international University and 
teaches courses in landscape architectural 
design, landscape technology and 
construction, and advance digital 
representation. as a professional with 
experience in both landscape architecture 
and architecture, her research includes 
developing a holistic approach to 
environmentally sustainable design that 
integrates current architectural design 
theories with landscape design theories. 
Her research has been supported by 
grants from the andres W. Mellon 
Foundation and the U.s. Department  
of education.
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international University, and 
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has developed numerous solar, 
zero-fossil-energy and low-
energy buildings in the U.s. and 
europe. Many of his completed 
projects have been published 
in international anthologies of 
architecture such as Architectural 
Record magazine (Design 
vanguard award 2003) and 
in the monograph Adaptable 
Technologies—Le tecnologie 
adattabilinelle archittecture  
di Thomas Spiegelhalter. He 
has received over 42 honors, 
prizes and awards for his design 
work in competition and applied 
research.
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Key Features 
•  Interactive format: takes advantage of the interactive capabilities of state-of-the-art computing technology 

including hypertext functionality, animations, and open information referencing 

• Highly visual: Demonstrates building sustainability concepts using well detailed, realistic, 3-D computer 
generated models and interactive animations 

• Educational materials serving a variety of learning styles: combines a traditional textbook format with 
multimedia graphics and interactive animations, thereby serving both those who learn better through visual  
media as well as those who prefer reading a book 

• Interdisciplinary nature: Provides a wide range of information for various disciplines engaged in building 
design and construction including building envelope, mechanical systems, lighting systems, landscape, and  
energy resources 

OrDer Online & Save at www.jrOSSpub.cOm Customer serviCe@jrosspub.Com • 954-727-9333 ext.2

this unique book and DvD provide an interactive, step-by-step learning environment 
comprised of seven content areas: building form, envelopes, structures, climate 
control systems, renewable energy, lighting, and landscape design. each of these 
content areas is subdivided into learning modules that introduce the subject matter 
and explore best practices for climate responsive and ecologically sustainable 
building design and construction.  

Best Practices in Sustainable Building Design is ideally suited for architects, 
designers, planners, and engineers, as well as students and educators. anyone 
interested and passionate about discovering ways to improve our built environment 
will find this book + DvD to be a valuable guide.  

 Building  Building  Structure  Climate  Renewable  Lighting  Landscape 
 Form  Envelope    Control  Energy     

 Building  Building  Structure  Climate  Renewable  Lighting  Landscape 
 Form  Envelope    Control  Energy     

the interactive 
learning DvD 
engages and aids 
in the visualization 

of concepts that 
may otherwise be 

too difficult to fully convey in a 
traditional book format.  

“Best Practices in Sustainable Building Design is clearly structured into learning modules, allowing the reader 
to quickly grasp the various concepts of passive and active strategies influenced by building form, envelopes, 
structural system, technical control systems, and other elements. I congratulate the three authors on their marvelous 
achievement, publishing this work as both a book and an interactive DVD.” 

—Steffen Lehmann, UnescO chair in sustainable Urban Development for asia 
and the Pacific, and editor-in-chief of the Journal of Green Building

“This book is clearly organized and appropriately prioritizes the key issues in 
the design of sustainable buildings. The writing style is succinct, providing 
information in a minimum of text, and utilizes the graphics smoothly by 
providing links to the interactive software. Perhaps the real strength of the 
platform is the combination of book and software formats. This will be the 
direction of the future in architectural design and education.” 

—Marc Schiler, Professor, school of architecture, 
University of southern california 
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